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Purpose of this Report

LUC has been appointed by Sligo Council to prepare a Mobility Strategy to accompany the Town Centre First (TCF) 
project.  The TCF aims to improve the access to Tubbercurry, enhance the public realm and to improve the living quality for 
residents and visitors to the town.

Tubbercurry is a small town of approximately 2,300 people as measured at the last Census.  It lies approximately 30km to 
the east of Ballina and 30km to the south of Sligo.  The town is mainly rural in nature and its transport system is dominated by 
infrastructure to support the private vehicle.  The main road network is the N17 which lies to the north and west of Tubbercurry 
as well as providing access to the wider strategic road network to the north and south of Ireland.  The R294 is the main west to 
east route connecting the town with Ballina to the west and Ballymote to the east.  

Tubbercurry’s facilities mainly lie off the north to south running Teeling Street and Humbert Street, with Wolfe Tone
Square being the main focal point of the town centre.

There are limited facilities for cycling and walking within the town and the public transport service is commensurate with
the rural nature of the setting with approximately one bus in either direction every two hours.  

This mobility strategy is to compliment the work undertaken by the TCF plan but is primarily here to make mobility fair and 
just for all and to promote the use of more sustainable modes whist recognising the need to provide infrastructure for the 
appropriate use of the private vehicle especially for those with mobility impairments. The report therefore concentrates on 
providing a holistic strategy encompassing all modes but focusses on encouraging the most sustainable means of travel.

The mobility strategy aims to help achieve the following objectives of the TCF:

Strengthening Tubbercurry as a welcoming destination town;

Creating attractive and people- focused spaces; and

Supporting active lifestyles and access to enhanced green spaces.

Traffic calming and accessibility improvements were considered important traffic management options during stakeholder 
engagement. Potential solutions discussed include junction improvements, additional and enhanced crossing points and 
restricting large vehicles through the town where possible.  Due cognisance of these areas will be taken as the mobility strategy 
emerges from the data. 

Report Structure

Following this short introductory chapter, the report is set out as follows:

Chapter 2 provides a summary of the relevant local and national planning policy and guidance and existing best practice;

Chapter 3 explores the context of the town and the existing situation including the opportunities and constraints;

Chapter 4 Identifies the opportunities;

Chapter 5 sets out a mobility strategy; and,

Chapter 6 provides a summary of the findings of the study.

Introduction
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Introduction

This chapter outlines the relevant local, regional, and national policies which relate to transport for the Mobility Strategy. 
The proposals have been developed to fully align with the policies detailed below.

National Policy

National Planning Framework

The National Planning Framework for Ireland sets out the vision for Ireland and its future;

The framework identifies many goals including the following: 

Compact Growth - Carefully managing the sustainable growth of compact cities, towns and villages will add value and 
create more attractive places in which people can live and work;

Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities;

Sustainable Mobility including the electrification of the fleet and alternatives to private car usage:

A Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills – Delivering this outcome will require the coordination 
of growth and place making with investment in world class infrastructure,:

Environmental impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure can be identified, assessed, and taken into account –
including appropriate opportunities for avoiding and mitigating any adverse effects, and for net environmental gains;

Planning Policy Review

Chapter 2
Planning Policy Review

Mobility Strategy
July 2023

LUC I 3

Enhanced Amenities and Heritage- This will require investment in well-designed public realm, which includes public 
spaces, parks and streets, as well as recreational infrastructure.  One of the keys to this is patterns of movement, streets, 
parking, and other transport considerations are integral to the design of schemes and contribute to making high quality 
places; and

Transition to a low carbon and climate resilient society – transport can play a key part of this transition.

National Spatial Strategy

Preceding the National Planning Framework was the National Spatial Strategy (NSS) 2002-2020 which 

The mobility strategy will build on the transport objectives within the National Spatial Strategy of:

Maximising access to and encouraging use of public transport, cycling and walking; and

developing sustainable urban and rural settlement patterns and communities to reduce distance from employment, 
services and leisure facilities and to make better use of existing and future investments in public services, including public 
transport.

Whilst the NSS may no longer be the extant document for planning in Ireland the considerations within lay the groundwork 
for the National Planning Framework and still hold relevant weigh.

National Sustainable Mobility Policy 

The National Sustainable Mobility Policy “sets out a strategic framework to 2030 for active travel (walking and cycling) and 
public transport journeys to help Ireland meet its climate obligations. It is accompanied by an action plan to 2025 which contains 
actions to improve and expand sustainable mobility options across the country by providing safe, green, accessible and efficient 
alternatives to car journeys. It also includes demand management and behavioural change measures to manage daily travel 
demand more efficiently and to reduce the journeys taken by private car”.

The Mobility Policy is based on three main principles which are as follows:

Avoid: Reduce the frequency and distance of trips;

Shift: Move towards more environmentally friendly modes of transport such as walking, cycling or using public transport; 
and

Improve: Promote efficient fuel and vehicle technologies.

The Mobility Policy is backed up by an Action Plan which specifically has goals that expand availability of sustainable 
mobility in regional and rural areas including developing pedestrian enhancement plans and to encourage people to use 
sustainable mobility over the private car.
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It is very clear that the national policy is promoting more sustainable travel options over private vehicle use in both the 
major metropolitan areas, but more saliently for Tubbercurry, also in the rural areas. This mobility strategy therefore will build on 
the direction the national policy is focussed on but will also be cognisant of the need to retain facilities for the appropriate use of 
private vehicle.

Regional Policy

Sligo County Development Plan

The Sligo County Development Plan is the over-arching strategic 
framework document for sustainable development in spatial, economic, 
social and environmental terms for Sligo.  It sets out how the county will 
develop over the period of the plan which has recently been extended 
into 2024 and therefore remains the extant document.  The plan currently 
has a number of transport policies including:

SP-TRA-1 Support the creation of an integrated and 
environmentally-sound transport system, in particular with regard to 
accessibility and choice of transport, with a quality intercity bus and 
rail service, alongside the promotion of cycle facilities and 
pedestrian movements;

SP-TRA-3 Encourage the shift from car use to more 
environmentally-friendly modes of transport and ensure the 
provision of quality interchange facilities between road, rail, bus and 
bicycle in relevant settlements;

SP-TRA-6 Facilitate and encourage the provision of adequate car-
parking facilities in Sligo City and the County’s towns and villages

Sitting alongside the policies are objectives, the first being:

SO-TRA-1 Develop a strategy to promote and facilitate greater use 
of sustainable modes of travel such as walking and cycling

Within the Development Plan there is also an aspiration to improve 
and realign the N17 to the west of Tubbercurry however there is currently no date set for this.  Therefore for the purposes of this 
strategy, this will be considered as a future development which the strategy will take due cognisance of in terms of not inhibiting 
its delivery, but will not rely upon for any recommendations.

The plan also further states the promotion of cycling and walking within its policies as follows: 

P-CW-1 Promote walking and cycling as sustainable transport modes and healthy recreational activities. 

P-CW-2 Plan and make provision for the safe and efficient movement of cyclists and pedestrians in and around built-up 
areas.

P-CW-3 Make provision for the integration of pedestrian and cycle facilities (i.e. bicycle parking) at public transportation 
nodes and village/town centres, public car parks and Institutions

The aim for Sligo Council is to create vibrant pedestrian and cyclist-friendly environments, with a good provision of public 
transport, reduced congestion and an attractive place which is not dominated by the car.

Climate Ready Sligo 

The climate adaption strategy for Sligo recognises the risks associated with climate change and the role that transport 
plays in a low carbon future. Within the document it states that over 70% of people relied on private cars to get to work/school, 
while only around 1.5% of people used public transport, but nearly 10% walked or cycled and that there is a need for more 
sustainable transport options at both the rural and urban levels.
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Existing Best Practice for Mobility

There are a number of similar examples where improvements to sustainable travel networks and public realm have 
benefited an area and its economy. Tubbercurry should be following these examples of how improved public realm and 
transport options can increase dwell time, spend and usage of the town centre.

A public realm and movement strategy has been developed for Bath to address similar issues to that experienced by 
Tubbercurry including reducing the dominance of the motor vehicle within the city centre. Bath & North East Somerset Council 
confirm that ‘the strategy sets out proposals to:

Rebalance the movement hierarchy giving priority to pedestrians, cyclists and public transport; 

Refashion the public realm creating a lattice of connected streets and spaces and utilising high quality materials, bespoke 
furniture and exceptional landscape and lighting design; 

Reveal the city through the introduction of a new multi-channel information and wayfinding system for all modes of 
movement; 

Reanimate the city centre through an imaginative and pioneering programme of public art, events and activities.’ 

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council are investing £20m to improve theatre, conference and civic hub facilities, with 
this supported by an additional £8m provided by the Belfast Region City Deal fund towards public realm improvements in the 
city centre. This is aimed at generating both economic and social benefits for the city. 

The following table provides a summary of the key benefits generated by active travel measure promotion and well 
designed, inclusive public realm schemes delivered in the past decade:

Source: Economic Benefits of the Reallocation of Street Space: Low, McAlpine, Russell 2021
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Site Location

Tubbercurry is a small town situated near the west coast of Ireland with a population of approximately 2,300.  The town is 
mainly rural in nature with facilities associated with a town of this nature such as a shopping, educational and leisure facilities.  
There is limited public transport provision, limited walking and wheeling facilities with the predominant mode of transport being 
via the private vehicle.

The main road network is the N17 which lies to the north and west of Tubbercurry as well as providing access to the wider 
strategic road network to the north and south of Ireland.  The R294 is the main route connecting the town with Ballina to the 
west and Ballymote to the east.  Figure 3.1 below shows Tubbercurry in relation to its surrounds.  

Figure 3.1: Tubbercurry Location

The existing transport provision is very car dominant and is described in further detail in the sections below.

Pedestrian Facilities

Pedestrian facilities within the town tend to be in the form of footways at the road side.  These footways along the main 
routes of the N17, Teeling Street and Humbert Street tend to be 1.8m wide, lit and in relatively good condition.  There are 
crossing points facilitated at locations in the form of traffic signal controlled junctions or controlled crossing points such as zebra 
crossing.  These are often associated with drop kerbs and tactile paving to aid those with mobility and visual impairments such 
as that shown on Teeling Street in Figure 3.2 below.

Existing Situation
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Figure 3.2: Teeling Street

However many of the side streets are narrow with limited or not to standard pedestrian facilities which inhibit or discourage 
east/west movements including access to the bus stops on the N17.

Surveys were undertaken to determine pedestrian flows throughout Tubbercurry which indicated that pedestrian flows are 
significantly lower than vehicle flows in the town.  Approximately 915 pedestrians travel through the town centre every day
between 7am and 7pm, compared to 4,500 vehicles.

The Highest footfall is experienced along Teeling Street between Mountain Road and The Lane. c. 360 pedestrians 
movements were recorded in each direction between 7am and 7pm with most pedestrians approach the town centre from the 
south:

30% from Teeling Street (south)

25% from Emmet Street (south- east)

21% from Humbert Street (north)

12% from Mountain Road

12% from The Lane (south- east)

Figure 3.3: Pedestrian Flows
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As indicated in Chapter 2 it is widely recognised that pedestrians spend more than vehicle users as they pass more shops 
walking to and from their destination increasing discretionary spend.  It is therefore important to encourage more pedestrians 
into the town centre and to provide facilities such as benches, points of interest and general placemaking improvements which 
will increase their dwell time.  In addition removing barriers such as heavy traffic flow or inappropriate levels of parking increases 
the attractiveness of an area, extending dwell time and increasing spend.

There are currently limited offroad pedestrian facilities although it is recognised that the Tubbercurry Greenway which is 
currently in planning, will help to provide some traffic free facilities along the old railway route and will strengthen the east/west 
links.

Cycling Facilities

The current dedicated cycling facilities are shown on Figure 3.4 below:

Figure 3.4: Dedicated cycling links

There is also the Forest Trail to the west of Tubbercurry which provides an opportunity for leisure cycling and walking 
however there are no cycling facilities linking the town to the trail.  There is also the provision of cycle parking at Wolfe Tone 
Square in the form of Sheffield Stands.

The cycling and walking facilities are similar to many rural towns but are limited in nature and offer an opportunity for 
improvement.

Public Transport Facilities

Tubbercurry is serviced by bus stops as shown on Figure 3.5 below:
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Figure 3.5: Bus Stops

Bus Network

One stop in either direction on Teeling Street and the N17 which serve the community as follows:

Stop Location Service Number Route Frequency

Teeling Street 64 Londonderry - Galway Approx every 2 hours

476 Ballymote - Ballymote 3 times daily on a 
Wednesday

N17 964 Galway - Donegal 2 times daily

There is limited public transport provision and the services provided do not have an attractive timetable for those wishing 
to use them for commuting and educational reasons.  The stops are flag stops with no additional infrastructure in the form of 
shelters, bus boarding kerbs or real time information.  The bus stop at Wolfe Tone Square is situated behind car parking spaces 
which could potentially provide issues for those with mobility impairment and implicitly prioritises the private vehicle over public 
transport which is contrary to national and local policy.
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Whilst the service provision is similar to many other rural towns, there is limited potential for its use as a viable alternative 
mode to the private car for educational and work trips.  The lack of shelter and additional facilities also exacerbate the problem 
of public transport not providing a realistic alternative mode.

Parking

Throughout the public consultation parking was a key issue for the residents of Tubbercurry.  The town centre is currently 
dominated by on street parking in addition to parking around Wolf Tone Square.  Over and above the on street parking there are 
five off street car parks as shown in Figure 3.6 below:

Figure 3.6: Existing Off Street Parking

In total of c. 227 parking spaces within the town centre. This is determined as Wolfe Tone Square, Humbert Street, 
Teeling Street, Teach Laighne and Tubbercurry Health Centre.

A survey was undertaken of these spaces over a 12 hour period which indicated that parking in the town was an average 
of 61% occupied.  It is accepted theory that 90% of spaces being occupied is considered optimum parking as this facilitates 
spaces being available and a healthy turnover of spaces throughout the day. Figure 3.7 below shows the total car park 
occupancy over the surveyed period:

Chapter 3
Existing Situation

Mobility Strategy
July 2023

LUC I 11

Figure 3.7: Car Park Occupancy

The car park by the Tubbercurry Health Centre is the only zone experiencing capacity issues.  This is likely mostly used by 
Health Centre patients and staff

It is important to note that all spaces surveyed are a maximum of 250m (c.3- minute walk) from Wolf Tone Square and 
therefore within recommended walking distances as set by the Chartered Institute of Highways and Transportation.

Tubbercurry, despite the public perception, therefore has an overprovision of spaces against the surveyed demand 
providing an opportunity to reallocate space to public realm and more sustainable modes.  

Road Network

The N17 is the primary national route which lies to the west of Tubbercurry and acts as a bypass for the town centre, 
limiting the amount of strategic movements, including HGVs, accessing the town.  The N17 road is a national primary 
road in Ireland beginning in County Galway and ending in County Sligo and is approximately 95km long.  It provides strategic 
access to the rest of Ireland for the residents of Tubbercurry especially north to south.  The route is single carriageway and is 
accessed to the south of Tubbercurry via a signal controlled junction, and to the north via a simple priority junction with Humbert 
Street.  The speed limit is 50km per hour adjacent to Tubbercurry but increases to 60km per hour as it moves away from the 
town.  Despite the road being a national road, there are crossing points and footways adjacent to the carriageway.  Figure 3.8 
below shows the general configuration of the N17 in the vicinity of Tubbercurry.

The main arterial route west to east is the R294 which is a single carriageway 50km per hour lit road with footways in the 
vicinity of the town centre.  The route connects Tubbcurry with Ballina to the west and Ballymote to the east.

Within the town centre the main road is Teeling Street which changes its name to Humbert Street to the north. The road is 
the main shopping and parking area for Tubbercurry and provides a means of access to Wolfe Tone Square.  The road varies 
from 6 to 8 metres wide and also has parking restrictions on the east side for the majority of its length.  The west side is in the 
majority unrestricted parking.  There are two controlled crossing points in the form of one signal controlled and one zebra 
crossing facilitating a modicum of pedestrian movements across the road.
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Figure 3.8: N17

Wolfe Tone Square is the main focal point of the town centre and acts as a gyratory and access to the eastern R294.  The 
roads around the square are wide two lane single carriageway with parking facilitated at all points including electric vehicle 
charging points. There are no formal pedestrian crossing points inhibiting pedestrian movement across the square.  The bus 
stop is also accessed from behind parking spaces to the west of the Square.

Many of the minor roads such as The Lanes and Teeling Grove are narrow and primarily serve as access roads to 
residential development rather than as a connection route.  Mountain Road is wider and acts as a connection to the south east 
of Tubbercurry, however, it only has pedestrian facilities on one side and terminates with Teeling Street beside public realm with 
an obstructed visibility splay.

Flow surveys were conducted over a 12 hour period and indicated that approx.4,500 vehicles travel through the town 
centre every day between 7am and 7pm, which amounts to one vehicle every 10 seconds.  Figure 3.9 shows the results of 
those surveys.

Figure 3.9: Surveys
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The survey highlighted that:

Vehicle speeds were observed to be over the speed limit at some locations, particularly on Mountain Road.

Speeds on Wolfe Tone Square are highest on the north- eastern arm.

The town centre does not experience high HGV traffic flows - 95% of vehicle traffic is from cars.

Zero pedal cycles were observed in the town centre on the day of the surveys.

Approximately 4,500 vehicles travel through the town centre every day between 7am and 7pm (one vehicle every 10 
seconds on average).

Within the public consultation traffic management was identified as the third most important issue for the TCF to address, 
indicating that there is an appetite for change within the local community.
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The TCF aims to provide an improved public realm and landscape for the residents and visitors of Tubbercurry and there 
is an appetite from those that attended the public consultation for change in the traffic conditions within the town centre.  This 
provides the greatest opportunity for change, as these designs will mirror the national and local policy for encouraging the more 
sustainable modes and to ensure that the town centre will be open to all and encourage people to walk and dwell more within 
Tubbercurry which evidence would indicate will increase their spend and bring economic and cultural advantages to the town 
centre.

As previously highlighted, Tubbercurry is compact, providing excellent opportunity to introduce measures to promote 
active travel, i.e. walking and cycling, but this could also include e-mobility measures and incentives to facilitate shorter trips 
which start and finish within the town. This can provide an attractive means for pupils and students to travel when accessing 
schools and encourage those who work within the town to use these modes. 

The compact nature of the town is highlighted by the following figure which show that all of Tubbercurry is within the CIHT 
recommended walking distances.  This provides opportunity to increase walking journeys both amongst local origin to 
destination journeys, and through longer-distance journeys utilising opportunities for out of centre parking locations providing a 
‘park and walk’ option.  Furthermore, relocation of town centre parking to out of centre locations will enable greater provision of 
walking and cycling facilities.

Figure 4.1: Walking Isochrone

Opportunities
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The cycling isochrone in Figure 4.2 also indicates that all of Tubbercurry and the surrounding residential areas, leisure 
facilities and education are within recommended cycling distances providing a good opportunity for cycling to become a viable 
alternative to the private vehicle for many residents.

Figure 4.2: Cycling Isochrone

As indicated in Chapter 3, only 61% of the car parking is utilised on a daily basis.  This provides an opportunity over time 
to reduce the car parking levels, freeing up space for infrastructure for more sustainable modes and to increase public realm 
and attractiveness of the town centre especially around Wolfe Tone Square.

The public transport frequency is commensurate with that expected in a small rural town, but there is opportunity to 
provide better facilities at the bus stops to increase the attractiveness of this mode.  Beginning with small-scale improvements 
such as this can contribute to longer-term business cases to increase service provision, destinations and frequency over time.

The mobility strategy will build on these opportunities, to presenting a pathway to providing a more balanced transport 
environment within Tubbercurry in line with the national and local policy and to facilitate better traffic management as per the 
conclusion of the public consultation event.
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This chapter sets out a strategy which is aimed at bringing the mobility environment within Tubbercurry in line with local 
and national policy, setting out measures under the main transport modes.  Measures are split into short, medium and long term
timescales as per Table 5.1.

Table 5.1: Timescales

Period Timescale

Short Term Up to one year

Medium Term One to three years

Long Term Over Three years

Parking

Space is required to deliver a strategy which builds on the national and local policy of encouraging more sustainable 
mobility.  The current landscape of Tubbercurry town centre is dominated by parking at 5 off site locations and on street along 
Teeling Street and at Wolfe Tone Square.  The reallocation of this space would provide space for sustainable modes and the 
continued economic growth of the town, allowing the TCF to be fully enacted.

Despite the views expressed at the public consultation that there is insufficient parking within the town centre, the parking 
surveys indicated that there was an average of 61% of the spaces used over the 12 hour period, equating to 88 out of the 227 
spaces not bring utilised.  The maximum usage was 78% which occurred only briefly throughout the survey period.  Even with 
maximum usage, there remains opportunity to immediately reduce a small number of spaces with minimal impact on the parking 
environment within Tubbercurry.  Over the medium to longer term, additional spaces at at alternative locations can then be 
removed and re-provided.

Short Term

In the short term the 9 spaces to the west of Wolfe Tone Square, see Figure 5.1 below, could be removed and any 
displaced car parking demand could be accommodated on Humbert Street or the Library Car park, both of which have spare 
capacity and are within just 100m of the removed spaces.  

Strategy
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Figure 5.1: Wolfe Tone Square

The removal of these spaces would have the added benefits of bringing the bus stop to the carriageway edge, space to 
provide additional public transport facilities, and increased potential for new public realm at the square.

Medium to Long Term (over one year)

It is recognised that parking remains a concern and a top priority for those who responded to the public consultation on the 
TCF, however, the evidence from the surveys does not support their concerns with the Health Centre car park to the south of 
the town being the only parking area under stress.  This is likely due to its usage for medical appointments rather than as an 
access point or parking area for the town centre.

Within the public consultation it was also highlighted that volumes and speed of traffic was a concern and it is widely 
recognised that parking is a generator of trips and therefore encourages residents and visitors to bring their private vehicle into 
the town centre.  As there is currently an underutilisation of the car parking in the town centre there is scope for some 
rationalisation of parking along Teeling Street, Humbert Street and on Wolfe Tone Square.  Over a longer time frame the town 
centre would benefit from the removal of all on-street spaces, with the exception of mobility impaired spaces and a small 
number of residents only spaces, at these locations. 

However, it is recognised that parking remains a key economic driver for the town due to its rural nature and public 
transport coverage and therefore the overall town parking level should not be reduced below the current average utilisation and 
in the medium term any removal of parking spaces should be supported by the provision of new off street parking at locations to 
the north, south and east of the town centre.  The overall aim would be to reduce the level of parking to approx. 150 spaces 
over a 10 year period. Possible locations for new parking areas are shown below.
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Figure 5.2: Potential New Parking Locations

The provision of off street parking at these locations would enable a phased reduction of the number of spaces in the town 
centre over a longer time frame whilst retaining the economic stimulus which the correct level of appropriately-located parking 
can provide.  This is made possible by the compact nature of Tubbercurry and, as shown in Figure 4.1 that the whole of the 
town centre is within recommended walking distances.

The provision of new off street car parks would also provide Sligo the opportunity to increase the number of Electric 
Vehicle Charging Points in line with the 2020-2025 Action Plan accompanying the National Mobility Strategy.

Parking should remain unmanaged for the next 5 years to allow a transition to the more sustainable modes and to facilitate 
an improvement in the public realm. However, a longer term aspiration should be to manage and enforce these spaces either 
through a charge or time based system.

If car ownership and usage continues to fall over time, and the car parks are under utilised, then the spaces can be 
opened up for new public realm, alternative uses such as pop up markets, play areas or sports pitches.

Pedestrian Facilities

The current pedestrian facilities along Teeling Street, Humbert Street and Wolfe Tone Square are similar to many small 
rural towns. There are currently pavements on both sides of the road at these locations and they provide an opportunity for 
north/south movements.  However, they do little to encourage walking as an alternative mode and the two crossing points and 
the lack of facilities on the east/west movements means pedestrian activity is constrained.

A key element of the strategy should be to widen these pavements, provide additional crossing points and to maintain a 
level surface over all junctions.
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Short Term

Measures which can be undertaken in the short term would be to rationalise the signage and street furniture along Teeling 
Street, Humbert Street and Wolfe Tone Square.  This would provide additional width along current pavements and also remove 
some barriers to crossing the street.   An audit to rationalise and remove this furniture could take place in a short time period.

Figure 5.3: Excessive Street Furniture and Signage

Sheltered resting places to encourage those who currently could walk but are distance limited would aid residents to view 
walking as a viable alternative mode and also increase the dwell time of users in the town centre.  Areas which do not impede
general pedestrian flow e.g. the new public realm at Mountain Road and potentially in any new car parks should be examined 
for the provision of benches.  If possible these should have electric points associated with the benches to allow for the charging 
of electric wheelchairs and to encourage those using the town centre to stop and charge their electronic devices.

Medium Term

In the medium term all junctions accessing Teeling Street, Humbert Street and Wolfe Tone Square should have raised 
tables across the junction to provide a continued level footway for pedestrians and to aid those with mobility impairments. This 
will improve the pedestrian experience and will be important as more car parking is removed from the main route to off street car 
parks at the north, south and east of the town.

Figure 5.4: Raised junction tables

It is important to note that a key element of this is to have the vehicle stop line behind the table to enforce the view that 
pedestrians have priority.
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The junction visibility splay at Mountain Road is compromised by the presence of a wall and the narrow pedestrian 
footway in front of the public realm as shown in Figure 5.5 below.

Figure 5.5: Mountain Road junction

As a safety measure and in line with the TCF the wall should be removed, the pedestrian footpath width increased, and a 
raised table provided at this junction.

Long Term 

As car parking is removed from the town centre, pavements widths should be increased to provide shared use paths of a 
minimum of 3m along one side of Teeling Street and Humbert Street where space facilitates. 

Wolfe Tone Square should have the parking removed with the exception of resident and mobility impaired spaces along 
the edge.  This, in conjunction with the narrowing of the carriageway to 6m if two way running is maintained, will allow for a 
reallocation of space towards additional pedestrian facilities helping to connect those residential areas to the east of 
Tubbercurry as well as providing additional space for public realm.  

East/west pedestrian movements are currently not well served, although it is recognised that these will be improved by the 
Tubbercurry Greenway.  It is important that these are more opportunities to travel east/west by foot in order to provide greater 
access to the employment opportunities at the South Sligo Enterprise Centre, leisure facilities such as the golf club and forest 
trail, summer music school and also access to the Public Transport stops on the N17.
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An opportunity exists at The Lane to pedestrianise this street providing access to Wolfe Tone Square and the Summer 
Music School, whilst retaining access as a fire route in the town centre.  Further flow analysis of the use The Lane should be 
undertaken to determine the level of vehicle usage and provide this as a pedestrian and cycle link into the town centre similar to 
Figure 5.6.

Figure 5.6: Potential configuration for The Lane

#

Source: LUC

Cycling

The recent flow survey of Tubbercurry indicated that there 0 cyclists recorded over the survey area in a 12 hour period.  
This is partially due to the rural nature of the town but also the lack of cycling facilities currently provided.  There is a need to 
provide infrastructure to support cycling as a viable and credible alternative to the private vehicle.  As shown in Figure 4.2 all of 
Tubbercurry and its residential areas are within recommended cycling distances indicating that this is a viable mode for shorter 
journeys of less than 2km.  

It is recognised that cycling infrastructure requires space which is currently at a premium in Tubbercurry and therefore until 
we can rationalise car parking there is limited infrastructure which can be provided.  However ancillary measures such as a 
reduction in the speed limit along Humbert Street, Teeling Street and Wolfe Tone Square will help to increase the attractiveness 
of the road to cyclist and improve safety.

Short Term

In the short term, the lack of cycle parking is a barrier to cycling with cycle parking only available at Wolfe Tone Square.  
Converting at least three of the on street parking ‘spaces’ to formal cycle parking would benefit the attractiveness of cycling as a 
viable mode.  The spaces should be located in the vicinity of the Library, near the controlled zebra crossing point and as close to 
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Teeling Grove as possible.  In addition, the design of the Tubbercurry Greenway should have cycle parking at the junctions with
Tubbercurry and its town centre.

The provision of segregated cycling infrastructure will not be possible in the short term and will only become viable once 
car parking is removed from the town centre, however, the provision of on street cycle lanes could be provided in the short term.  
These cycle lanes would be advisory and would form part of the running carriageway and be used by vehicles when there are 
no cyclists present, however, they would provide a delineated area for people to cycle in and would provide a priority to cyclists 
over vehicles increasing the attractiveness of this mode.  An example from the Netherlands is shown below.

Figure 5.7: Advisory Cycle lane

These advisory cycle lanes should be implemented along Teeling Street, Humbert Street, Mountain Road and also to 
connect the two formal cycle paths to the south of the town centre between the N17 and the R294.

Medium to Long Term

In the medium to long term, as parking is reduced and space becomes available and as described in the pedestrian 
section above, dedicated cycle facilities should be provided along Teeling Stret, Humbert Street and Wolfe Tone Square.  

Public Transport

Public Transport provision in Tubbercurry is commensurate with the rural nature and small population, however, small 
measures can help to make this a more attractive mode.  All stops in the vicinity of Tubbercurry are flag stops with no shelter or 
timetable information.

As described in 5.5 above, the bus stop at Wolfe Tone Square is currently behind car parking spaces.  The removal of 
these spaces would allow the bus stop to be brought to the fore of the square and allow provision of bus boarder kerbs and a 
shelter with timetable information easing the use of buses at this location.

It is best practice not to have buses stop in a lay-by, as is currently the practice on the N17, as this disadvantages the bus 
in accessing the carriageway and on busy roads may cause delay.  It is recognised that the N17 at this location does not have 
high volumes of traffic but reinforcing the primacy of the bus over the private vehicle would be considered beneficial and act as 
an informal traffic calming measure.  The lay-by should be filled in and the bus stop brought to the edge of the carriageway.  The 
additional space gained should be used to provide shelters and timetable information.  The type of shelters should be in keeping 
with the nature of the town and examples are shown in Figure 5.8 below.

Connection to the bus stops will be improved using the measures indicated in the pedestrian section above and also 
through the provision of the southern part of the Tubbercurry Greenway.
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Figure 5.8: Bus Shelters

The northbound bus stop on Teeling Street will require the removal of 5 spaces to facilitate building the kerb out to provide 
sufficient space for the provision of shelter.  The removal of 5 spaces at this location will still ensure that parking levels remain 
above the average and maximum use.

In the longer term an increase in the service frequency would be the optimum method of encouraging bus usage but this 
would need to be subject to a detailed business case and feasibility study.

Roads

Whilst it is recognised that promotion of the more sustainable modes is the main element of the TCF and this mobility 
strategy it is important to acknowledge the role that the roads play in the economic vitality of the town.  During the public 
consultation, traffic management and speeds were consistently forwarded as areas of concern.  As such, many of the measures 
forwarded to date have been formulated to help with these issues and primarily to reduce the level of vehicles travelling through 
the town.

It is, however, recognised, that it is necessary that vehicles will continue to enter the town and as such limiting the 
severance and safety impacts on vulnerable users is the main strategy when it comes to roads based interventions.

The traffic survey indicated that vehicles were regularly exceeding the 50km per hour speed limit especially on Mountain 
Road, Teeling Street and Wolfe Tone Square as shown in Figure 5.9 below.

Figure 5.9: Vehicle Speeds from Survey
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This data would indicate that these roads would benefit from a reduction in the speed limit from 50km/hr to 30km/hr in line 
with the criteria set out for Special Speed Limits with Ireland.  This lower speed limit reflects international best practice where 
30km/hr or 20miles/hr is often the default in areas of high pedestrian use or with a higher than average number of vulnerable 
users such as outside schools.

It is acknowledged that a simple reduction in the signed speed limit does not often immediately result in a vehicle speed 
reduction but that this needs to be reinforced with additional measures.  These measures should include the following:

Gateway features at the north and south on entry to the town centre on Teeling Street and Humbert Street;

Gateway features on Mountain Road on approach to the town centre;

Gateway feature on approach to Wolfe Tone Square on the R294;

Build outs along Teeling Street and Humbert Street to slow vehicular traffic and to facilitate a narrowing of the carriageway 
using priority running measures;

Vehicle speeds are also high on Wolfe Tone Square due to the width of the carriageway.  To reduce vehicle speeds we 
would recommend that Wolfe Tone Square is reduced to one lane in either direction with the northern side facilitating eastbound 
movements and the southern side facilitating westbound movements.  This will allow a narrowing of the carriageway to 
psychologically reduce speeds and provide additional space for public realm and cycling and walking measures whilst retaining 
the access to the businesses located around the Square. In addition, this would rationalise the junctions of Wolfe Tone Square 
accessing and egressing Teeling Street improving the safety for all users in this important part of the town centre.

Whilst the traffic survey indicated that there was a low level of HGV penetration in the town centre this was raised as a 
concern by many attendees.  We would recommend that three loading only bays are designated within the centre with two on 
Teeling Street and one on Wolfe Tone Square.  This will necessitate the removal of 9 parking bays in total but will provide a safe 
and dedicated area for loading.  It would be envisaged that these bays would have time management restrictions to discourage 
usage out of the traditional vehicle peak periods.

Travel Planning 

A town-wide Travel Plan could be introduced to make residents, employees and students aware of the sustainable travel 
options in addition to monitoring the mode share of trips into the town. 

A Town Travel Plan (TTP) should be implemented to encourage the use of sustainable modes of travel by Tubbercurry
residents and visitors to encourage sustainable travel. The TTP would be informed by an annual survey of residents’ and 
visitors’ travel habits with additional measures implemented if required. 

Residents could also be able to provide feedback on the suitability of introducing additional measures and incentives in 
addition to being offered the opportunity to suggest new ideas to encourage greater use of sustainable modes of travel. 
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LUC has been appointed by Sligo Council to prepare a Mobility Strategy to accompany the TCF project.  The TCF aims to 
improve the access to Tubbercurry, enhance the public realm and to improve the living quality for residents and visitors to the 
town

Tubbercurry is typical of rural towns in that the existing mobility situation is dominated by the private vehicle and 
infrastructure to support its use, including on and off car parking, junction design, speed limits and street furniture.  There is 
limited infrastructure to support the more sustainable modes of walking, cycling, wheeling and public transport.

Both national and local policy have changed over the past 10 years due to the declaration of a climate emergency and the 
greater knowledge of the carbon impact of transport on the environment.  In addition it is now widely recognised that vehicle 
dominance is not conducive for social and economic equality.  This has led to a change in policy to support the more 
sustainable modes whilst retaining appropriate usage of the private vehicle and therefore the strategy has reflected this shift in 
policy.  In addition the aims of the TCF are aligned with the provision of more infrastructure and measures to support cycling and 
walking in particular.

The strategy has set out a series of short, medium and long term interventions for each of the modes as well as identifying 
the a town wide personalised travel plan would be beneficial in order to increase awareness of the potential to use alternatives 
to the private vehicle.  These interventions are identified in Table 6.1 below.

Table 6.1: Strategy Interventions

Mode Short Term (up to one year) Medium Term (one to three 
years)

Long Term

Walking – Street furniture and 
signage audit and 
rationalisation

– additional rest spots

–

– raised tables over 
junctions to provide 
connected 
continuous walking 
route

– Mountain Road 
visibility and junction 
improvement

– Additional crossing 
points  across 
Teeling 
Street/Humbert 
Street

– Pedestrianisation of 
the Lane

– Widening footway 
on Teeling 
Street/Humber 
Street on east side

– Widening footways 
on Wolfe Tone 
Square and 
increasing size of 
public realm

Cycling – New cycle parking 
on Teeling 
Street/Humbert 
Street to replace car 
parking

– Advisory cycle lanes 
along Teeling 
Street/Humbert 
Street/Mountain 

– – Dedicated 
segregated cycle 
facilities along 
Teeling 
Street/Humbert 
Street and around 
Wolfe Tone Square

Summary


